ASHBURTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAIi  MEDICAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Members  of  the  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  report  of  the 
general  health  of  the  district  since  my  appointment 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  June,  1898. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  district  comprises  the  town 
and  parish  of  Ashburton,  which  has  an  acreage  of 
6,925  acres  and  a population,  according  to  the  census 
of  1891,  of  2,762. 

During  the  last  six  months  of  the  year  1898,  20 
deaths  were  registered — 10  males  and  10  females. 
These  figrures  give  a death-rate  of  7.3  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  took  place  in  the 
month  of  September,  when  6 were  registered,  and 
the  smallest  number  in  November,  when  only  1 was 
registered.  Under  one  year,  4 deaths  were  regis- 
tered ; from  the  first  to  the  fifth  year,  1 ; from  the 
fifth  to  the  fifteenth  year,  1 ; from  the  fifteenth  to 
the  twenty -fifth  year,  2 ; from  the  twenty-fifth  to 
the  sixty-fifth  year,  4 ; and  above  the  sixty-fifth  year, 
8 were  recorded. 

The  deaths  were  classified  as  follows: — Diarrhoea. 
1 ; phthisis,  2 ; bronchitis,  4 ; heart  disease,  5 ; 
injuries,  1 ; whilst  from  all  other  diseases  9 deaths 
took  place.  It  will  be  noticed  that  no  death  took 
place  from  any  zymotic  disease. 

There  were  registered  during  the  last  six  months 
of  the  year  1898 : 36  births — 26  girls  and  10  boys. 
These  figures  give  an  increase  of  16,  compared  with 
the  deaths  which  took  place  during  the  same  time. 

Under  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act, 
there  were  notified  4 cases  of  erysipelas  and  2 of 
typhoid  fever,  which  cases  were  clearly  imported 
from  Newton  Abbot.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  no 
epidemic  prevailed,  although  in  the  latter  part  of 
December  it  was  considered  advisable  to  close  the 
Boys’  School  department  of  the  Board  Schools  for 
two  weeks,  owing  to  so  many  cases  of  infectious 
sore  throat  having  occurred,  many  of  which  cases 
were,  in  my  opinion,  caused  by  the  insanitary  con- 
ditions of  the  closets  belonging  to  the  schools. 

Many  of  the  slaughter  houses  in  the  toum  v;ere 
in  an  extremely  insanitary  condition  ; these  have 
now  been  put  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Several  dairies  have  had  improvements  made  in 
them,  and  these  are  now  in  a sanitary  state. 

I have  also  had  some  cases  of  over-crowding  abated 
and  many  closets  and  privies,  which  were  in  an 
insanitary  condition,  have  been  rectified. 

I am  very  pleased  that  the  Coimcil  have  adopted 
the  different  and  recent  Sanitary  Acts,  as  it  gives 
the  officers  more  confidence  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties. — I am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant,   

HENRY  S.  JOHNSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Buckfastleigh,  February  2nd,  1899. 
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